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Owner Jimmy Lopez, an ex- Grain Trailers 


trucker himself has established, 


with the help of a coordinated Refers 
staff, a committed to Top Quality Flatbeds 
Trucking Corporation. 

Dry Vans 
The L& S Trucking Inc. Fleet, Open Tops 


43 


also known as “The Blue Crew, 


® Cattle Trailers 
consist of 39 Power Units, with | 


an assortment of trailers, special- Drop Decks 


izing in the hauling of grain ara Serre 
commodities, and providing a 


variety of transportation services. @® tankers 


Full Service Agricultural 


Commodities Carrier 
P.O. Box 719 
Edinburg, TX 78540 

Tel. (956) 318-0850 
Fax (956) 318-1352 


Dalhart, Texas _ Tel. (806) 249- 
2346 

Danevang, Texas Tel. (409) 543- 
7980 


We realize “Down Time = No Dime’ 


The L&S Crew takes pride in our : 3 
In respect to our introduction we 


Performance and Strive to . ae 
wish to invite you to allow us to 
provide Prompt and Efficient 

delivery of your valued Commod- 


ity; With on site supervision — 


show you a world of Transporta- 
tion Satisfaction! 


every job, regardless of its size, | : | 
Give us a Call to assist you in 


shield Crelicigat 4 your Transportation needs 
A Truck Traffic Controller is also 
on site to assist in Directing and 
Maintaining Productivity. 


(800) 447-3816 


“References provided upon request. 
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Transportation nightmares during the 1997 harvest season 
had grain shippers pulling their hair out. Weather problems 
in 1998 have some trucking companies picking up alterna- 
tive shipments. What strategies have railroads and trucking 

ompanies used to work through these problems and better 
serve the agricultural market? 


What will happen when the year 2000 arrives? Some 
consumers are preparing for the worse by stocking up on 

_wheat as a survival grain. Is Y2K a lot of hipe or will it 
bring serious hurt to the agricultural industry? 


TGFA’s 1999 Southwest Grain & Feed Conference & 
Exposition 1s only a few months away. See what companies 


are stepping-up to the plate with convention contributions. 


4 Chairman’s Remarks 

4 President’s Outlook 

4 Advertisers Index 
TGFA Leadership 

10 Headlines 

1] Holiday Greetings 

11 Committee Appointments 

12 Around the Southwest 

14 Classified Ads 

16 Coming Events 

16 Internet Interests 
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Cover photos were taken at Farmland 
Industries (Grain Division) in Saginaw, 
Texas. Farmland employee Phillip Williams, 
pictured above at left, loads corn for R.O. 
Williams, Williams Trucking, Fort Worth. 
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found them through TGFA’s new pub- 
lication - The Lantern. Advertising 
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Harrison, used the example of ° 
Diogenes to explain how grain - 
dealers were searching for uni- 


args formity and fair business prac- 


- tices within the industry in a speech he 
delivered to the Grain Dealers National 
- Association in 1901. 
3 Harrison wrote: 
“We (grain dealers) were 
each a_ self-appointed 
Diogenes in search of an hon- 
est man, the test to be — he 
whose weights and grades 
should tally exactly as ours. 
We were rapidly growing 
gray-headed from the exas- 
peration of our fruitless quest, 
until other men carrying 
LANTERNS, were met, upon 
which an exchange of confi- 
dences revealed the fact that 
they, too were searching for 
the elusive phantom, the hon- 
est man. Whereupon, as one 
man, the lantern carriers 
lifted up their voices and 
spake, ‘Here am I, Lord.’” 
- TGFA now uses THE LANTERN as 
- asymbol of the Association leading the 
' industry through present challenges and 
- shedding light on its direction for the 
. future. 
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LET US BE YOUR SALVAGE GRAIN BUYER 
IF IT’S GRAIN - WELL BUY IT 
IMMEDIATE PICK-UP 
PROMPT PAYMENT 
NO QUANTITY TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL __ 


We also offer. 


SILO STORAGE 
CUSTOM BAGGING 
BULK BAGS ° FIBC 

POLY BAGS 
WAREHOUSING 
a ee 4 verstinasalatas 


ate the a jor il ty produ 


P.O. BOA 9 + S35! (SI Since: * KRAILY, I1CAAS 7 749e 


TEL: (28) 391-8855 - FAX: (ec8)l 39l-3e0e 
Email: agricommitd@msn.com 


Visit our Website: WWWw.agricommlitd.com 
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By Ellie Copeland “Part of our business used to be trading wheat in the 


Communications/PR Director Panhandle, but now wheat gets more when it 1s shipped west 
Texas Grain & Feed Association than it does going to the Gulf. Ninety-eight percent of our 

In 1998, grain shippers were not haunted by the transporta- business used to come from the grain and feed sector, but now 
tion nightmares experienced during the 1997 harvest but this its less than two percent. 


year’s harvest was plagued by its own villain — Texas 
weather. From sever drought to flooding, the weather 
has wreaked havoc on agriculture and the busi- 

nesses that service it. 


Winkles also stated that grain and some other agricul- 

tural commodities like molasses can be shipped 

cheaper by rail than hauled by truck. 

For L&S Trucking, Inc., Edinburg, transporta- 
Railroad and trucking companies have tion of agricultural products by truck 

encountered varying problems this year . offers a benefit that rails can’t — 

due to weather affected crops, and : m & & NW speed. 

while some haulers have picked up “Truckers can get commodities to 

alternative shipments, others are their destination much faster than 

still heavily dependent on the the railroad,’ said Maree Lopez, 

grain, feed and general agricul- vice presidents of L&S Trucking. 

tural market. “It may be a little more expensive 
Kenneth Winkles, Kenneth Winkles than shipping by rail but you get 

Grain Co., Pecos admits times are quicker delivery service.” 

changing and like many businesses, his Lopez noted that although agricultural 

company is looking for ways to serve different transportation needs have been somewhat slow 

markets. this year, the company is not ready to move on to 
“T have three sons that are in the business and a other market sectors. 

few years ago I told them, we have got to either haul “Agriculture has been very good to us, Lopez said. 

something people eat, sit on or wear, Winkles said. “Now “Unfortunately, you are going to have natural disasters, 

we have gotten into hauling other commodities like 

meat and oil. We have a small oil field business; it’s a 

small business, about 35-40 workers, but business 1s good. 


(Transportation continued on Page &) 


|E.W. Belcher Trucking, Inc. 


SUPA sTamsportanes eer “" neers Serving Your Grain e Feed Transportation Needs 
s es 

| Here is where your association stands on issues related to || | 

the transportation industry. | for Over 30 years 

: Transportation Issues : ° J dl ’ 

Fair, competitive, safe and unimpeded transportation 1s ab- Expe LENCE Han ers of: 

: solutely vital to the grain and feed industry. This is true for / @ All Grain Products 

| both truck and rail transportation 

: / @ Rice By-Products 

| Truck Issues @ Fishmeal 

TGFA believes that current allowances for axle weights are ie 

| inadequate and need to be revised. @ Fertilizers 

| @ Meat & Bone Meal 

Railroad Issues 

| TGFA supports property rights for agribusiness owners when | @ Potash 

railroads file for abandonment or bankruptcy. TGFA is con- | 

cerned about unreasonable increases in railroad property ; ; 

| lease prices, lease termination without cause or compensa- || | Family Owned ey Operated Since I 957 

| tion for improvements and “hold harmless” clauses in lease | eee” ,9 

contracts which require the agribusiness to relieve the rail- EW. Belcher Brian Bud Belcher 

road of all liability on leased property, whether an incident is Wanda Belcher Betty Belcher 

| the railroad’s fault or not. J. 

: : Beverly Belcher Brad Belcher 

/ TGFA supports legislation that gives agribusiness lessees right 

| of first refusal to buy the railroad’s interest in the leased | 

| property on which their facility sits if the railroad’s Interest 6707 FM 2164 Sanger, Texas 76266-7552 

| is ever sold or in the case of rail abandonment or bank- 

ruptcy. TGFA supports the use of a third party appraisal in | 940-458-7492 

determining actual market value of the property. | 4 4 

TGFA supports both state and federal efforts in ensuring : 33 3 3 

| quality rail service in the State of Texas while not imposing 2 ” 

undue economic burdens on rail carriers. | | f AX 940 45 8 3 0 13 

: TGFA supports the establishment of the Texas Grain Move- 

| ment Database to include other feed commodities. Ke) 133494 TADOT 17539 
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(Transportation continued from Page 7) 
such as the drought and flooding Texas has experienced this 
harvest season, and because of that we have experienced some 
decline in shipping needs from producers but agricultural 1s still 
what we like doing best.” _ 

Texas railroads, which experienced service problems in 1997, 
have felt a moderate drop in demand for cars this year due to 
the lack of crops harvested; however, flooding in Texas and 
other states damaged rail lines causing costly repairs and 
interrupted service. And although both Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe and Union Pacific commented that service has been 
fairly good around the Southwest, some grain shippers are 
experiencing problems. 

Dennis Horak, Boyce Feed and Grain Corp., Waxahachie, 
believes that the Union Pacific Railroad doesn’t know how to 
get to Waxahachie, Texas. 

“UP either doesn’t know how to get here or they don’t know 


Where do 
you fit into’ 
the world 
market? 


Let Advance Trading 


help you put the pieces © 

together to manage your 
risk and maximize your 
profit perenne 


Call 800-7 47 -9021 


P.O. Box 1027 * Bloomington, IL 61702-1027 : 
Fax: 309-663-2375 ¢ e-mail: advance@advance-trading. com 
www. ee com 
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that they have lines going to Waxahachie, he said. “I’ve had 
cars go from Brownsville to Houston, then back to Brownsville 
without stopping here. 

“If I want cars I better look at 30 days out. I can’t complain 
about Burlington Northern’s service though. They can get a car 
from South Dakota to me in seven days. 

Horak admitted that he did have some problem with his tracks 
but that it wasn’t entirely responsible for the shortage in cars 
and lack of service he has been receiving from UP for the past 
few years. Horak believes the lack in service is greatly attrib- 
uted to poor management. 

“The management is out-of-touch with the users of the 
railroad,’ he said. “They also don’t listen to the employees who 
are out on the rails and see the problems. I wonder if some of 
the managers have ever even seen a train.” 

Horak did note that the one area UP doesn’t have any 
problem keeping up with is their real-estate collections. 

Mark Huston, business director of wheat and grain 
products for Union Pacific, Omaha, Neb., commented 
on UP’s report of third quarter profits in late October. 
“Those were the first profits seen in three quarters, he 
said, “however, we are still a long way from where we 
want and should be. 

“Texas has been a real nightmare because of the 
flooding. Estimated flood damage is approximately 
$12.5 million in track repairs.” 

Flooding in Kansas and Northern Oklahoma has also 
caused interruptions in UP’s service, Huston noted and 
although repairs have been completed, attention must 
now be given to straightening out the congestion 
problems the flooding caused. 

“Car values on guaranteed freight on vouchers have 
been offered at par or at small discounts so demand for 
freight has not been overwhelming, he said. “General 
distribution freight has also recently opened up so we 
have to be pretty current to be offering these general 
distribution cars.” 

As with many shipping companies, Huston wishes 
demand was a little better especially with southern 
harvests being hard hit by the drought this past 
summer. “Overall, service is pretty good, we are very 
optimistic that service will be back on schedule just as 
soon as we get the flood problems behind us.” 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad in Fort Worth 
reported that shipments from Texas moved well during 
the state’s harvest season. 

“We did experience some delay account due to 
boarder crossing issues, said Mack Staniford, corn 
and milo marketing manager for BNSF. “We also didn’t 
have the demand for equipment that we were expecting 
in certain areas.” 

Staniford noted that BNSF continues to make capital 
improvements in track and invest in additional locomo- 
tives to continue to improve service. “We are con- 
stantly working to take steps to make improvements in 
Texas, he said. “Texas is an important destination 
market for us.” 


(Transportation continued on Page 12) 


y By Ellie Copeland = investment in selling to this ridiculous market may make no 
Communications/ financial sense at all. Discovering the viability of this market is 
PR Director for each operator to determine for themselves. ” 
Pn ne a. ae Texas Grain & ussell Meyer, president, 
if é Giese } Feed Association Mumme’s, Inc., Hondo, 
The hands of Texas says calls for 
a time are circling food grains have become regular 


on the clock, 
bringing corporate 
America closer to the 
Year 2000 (Y2K) and when the clock 
strikes twelve will chaos and hysteria replace glass 
slippers and fairy tales? In today’s computer driven world, 
many companies are working around the clock to make their 
systems Y2K compliant but consumers seem to have little faith 
in these efforts to insure uninterrupted service from companies 
supplying everything from banking services to food products. 

At Texas Grain & Feed Association’s office in Fort Worth, 
calls from individuals looking to buy survival grains have 
increased in frequency. Calls that used to come once or twice a 
year have now increased to two or three a week via phone and 
email. This increase in requests for cleaned survival grains, 
packaged in small quantities had the association’s staff asking, 
“what’s causing this demand?” 

Business Week consulting editor Scott Shuster, who has 
researched and studied the Y2K (Year 2000) forthcoming, 
explained that “whenever there is a question mark | 
in the air about anything; Whenever people 
‘don’t know’ what’s going to happen next, fear 
develops in the heart of a certain type of person.” 

‘Not everyone suffers from this but there are 
many people who like to view life as a set of 
certainties and when they encounter uncertainties 
they become afraid,” Shuster said. “These people 
constitute a market; People who are fearful. And 
of course, there are entrepreneurs who rise up to 
serve this market. Just as uncertainty about life on 
other planets leads some few people to join bizarre 
religious cults and there are cult leaders to serve 
such people and take their money — so uncer- 
tainty about the significance of Y2K computer 
problems, leads certain persons to adopt 
survivalist plans to protect their fearful selves. 
Web sites, pundits, investment counselors and 
even whole publications have sprung up to serve 
these fearful individuals. As word spreads, these 
people begin to think about the basic commodities 
they require and therefor it is no surprise that 
TGFA members and the TGFA office are receiving 
these calls.” 

However, Shuster explained, it is not for TGFA 
or its members to decide whether these people are 
right or wrong in their expectation of a calamity in 
goods distribution to follow January 1, 2000. 

“T think, says Shuster “they are completely 
wrong and are fools. However, they are fools who 
want to buy. 

“Investing in the sort of packaging and 
shipping that these poor benighted individuals 
demand may make sense. On the other hand, 


to Mormon churches,” Meyer 


Stan's Hot Rubber 


| Grainery sealer stops moisture and leaking around small and large | 
graineries. All work and material guaranteed 10 years! 


AFLATOXIN REDUCTION 


Proven methods to reduce your aflatoxin problems 


occurrences at his elevator. 
“About 15 years ago we did 

work with a gentleman who was 

selling grains and other products 


said. “The operation fizzled out 

and we eventually sold the equipment and we’re glad to be out 
of it. But now we are getting these requests for small quantities 
of food grains to store for an extended length of time. We 
haven’t sold any and really don’t want to. We don’t have the 
right equipment and I’m sure there are several requirements for 
doing that sort of thing. I’m sure there 1s an opportunity out 
there for someone, however small it may be.” 

What started out as a religious and health conscience 
endeavor has resulted in a small business for Barbara Gaume, 
vice president of Millennial Basics in Stephenville, which 
specializes in selling small quantities of cleaned, packaged 


wheat. 
(Y2K continued on Page 13) 


Call for details 
Stans Hot Rubber Crack Repair 


972-775 -3 164 Statewide 


5204 Buffalo Hills 
Midlothian, Texas 76065 


References Available 


If you need help, call us today 


Norwood & Company 
1700 E. tron, Salina, KS 


785-825-4775 or 785-822-8285 
Fred Norwood, Owner 
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Rock, AR for becoming a King Fish sponsor. 
Since 1951 White Bag Company has been serving 
aeri-packaging needs by offering customers full 
service from ground-up design to the finished 
product. Texas is the largest market for White Bag 
in direct mill usage and distributors. 

Members who have become Blue Marlin, $500 
sponsors include: Hansen-Mueller Company, 
Omaha, NE; LaCour-Dalton Co., Inc., Richardson; 
The Nay Co., Waxahachie; Hi-Pro-Godbold Feeds, 
Friona; Dorchester Grain Co., Inc., Howe; and 


American Fidelity Assurance Company, Dallas. 


Texas Grain & Feed Association wants to than ~ Members who have signed-up as Red Snapper, 
John Windwehen, Cargill Animal Nutri- —_ $250 sponsors include: Texas Grain Sorghum 


tion, Fort Worth for being the first King Fish, | Producers Board, Abernathy; Robertson Grain 


$1,000 sponsor for TGFA’s upcoming 1999 Co., Inc., Hillsboro; Westway Trading Corp.., 

Southwest Grain & Feed Conference & Exposition Tomball; Muenster Milling Co., Muenster; M-G. 

to be held in Corpus Christi, April 7-9! Inc. Feed Division, Weimar.; Boyce Feed & Grain 
Cargill Animal Nutrition 1s a major division of Corp., Waxahachie; E.W. Belcher Trucking Co., 

Cargill, Inc. and 1s the largest feed manufacturer Sanger; and Novus Int’l, Inc., Texarkana. (Sponsors 

on a world wide basis. Major brands manufac- as of 11/20/98) 

tured by the company in Texas include Nutrena TGFA greatly appreciates all of the members who 


Feeds, ACCO Feeds, East Texas Feeds, and Farr help support TGFA 8s convention. It is through your 


Better Feeds. Congratulations Cargill on being our 9 &°"°"° donations that we are able to develop quality 
first King Fish sponsor! programs for the industry. To be a convention sponsor, 


TGFA would also like to thank White Bag call Ellie at 817-336-7879. 
Company, Inc., North Little 


Velcome 
TGFA Members 


Enviro-Pro Services, Inc. 

Mr. Michael Lanphere, 

Vice President 

P.O. Box 541895 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75054 
(972) 263-3084 

Fax — (940) 482-3941 
*Environmental Services and 
Management 


Wells Fargo Bank 

Hugh S. Miller, 

Vice President 

100 Congress Ave., 

Suite 150 

Austin, Texas 78701 
512) 469-3302 

Fax — (512) 469-3324 


* Financial Services 
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1999 Lone Star, Nominations 
Committees appointed 


Chairman Brannon Darnell has made the following 

appointments: 
1999 Lone Star Award Committee 

Dr. J.W. Gossett, Allied Feeds, Inc., Cuero, Chairman 
Frank Bailey, III, Frank Bailey Grain Co., Inc., Ft. Worth 
Jerry Stephenson, West way Trading, Tomball 
Rep. David Swinford, Dumas Co-op, Dumas 
John Tuggle, Robertson Grain Co., Inc., Hillsboro 


1999 Nominations Committee 
Sheila Martin, Willard Feed & Grain Co., Inc., Texline, 
Chairman 
Brannon Darnell, Darnell Trading Co., Inc., Amarillo 
George Ferguson, Frank Bailey Grain Co., Inc., Ft. Worth 
Greg Johnson, Cornwall & Stevens Southwest, Inc., 
Lubbock 
Bailey Reynolds, Animal Science Products, Inc., 
Nacogdoches 
Wayne See, Vista Trading, Houston 
John Tuggle, Tuggle & Company, Inc., Corpus Christi 


Nominations Committee integral 


part of insuring success 


In a recent survey conducted by TGFA, we found 
that there has been a perception by some members that 
the selection of officers and directors for the associa- 
tion was determined by purely political means, 1.e. they 
were chosen because they were friends or close 
associates of the current leadership. Through the 
review of our history, we found that in the past this 
may have been true. In the old days it was rumored 
that the directors were another installment of the Fort 
Worth Club. We have come a long way. 

Our association adopted its first strategic plan in 
1995 and Board recruiting process in 1996. These two 
actions forever changed the leadership of the associa- 
tion. Texas Grain & Feed Association recognizes the 
need to plan and think strategically as change in our 
industry continues at an increasingly rapid pace. We 
also recognize that in order to accommodate that style 
of leadership, we have to have individuals on the 
Board who are capable of envisioning a future and 
developing policies and plans to achieve that future. 

First, the nominations committee 1s chaired by a 
second year director. The current and incoming 
chairman, current directors as well as other members 
serve on the committee. 

Potential Board members who either express their 
interest in serving or who have been recommended by 
members receive a three page application that provides 
the applicant the opportunity to discuss qualifications 
and thoughts as to why Board service would be 
desirable. Only those who send in the application are 
considered. In early March the committee meets to 
review the applications. In addition to the forms, the 


committee takes into consideration specific Board need for expertise as 
well as demographics, business type and location. The four outgoing 
directors are first considered for the 2" vice chairman slot and then 
recently retired directors. The committee selects four directors and a 2"° 
vice chairman. 

As you can see the process of director and officer selection 1s 
designed to install capable people to lead and serve the organization. It 
is important so that TGFA continues to guide its members through the 
challenges the future presents. 

If you would like to be a part of this dynamic group of leaders or 
know of someone that needs to be, please contact Ben Boerner at (817) 
336-7875 by January 1, 1999. 
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personnel for installation 


Call Ken Hutson 
Wheatland Equipment Co. 


PO Box 188 e Cookville, TX 75558 
800-398-8150 


One of the real joys of the Holiday 
Season is the opportunity{for Texas 
Grain & Feed Association to express our 
sincere appreciation for our members. 
We wish you every happiness this 
Holiday Season and much prosperity 
throughout the coming year. 

Texas Grain & Feed Association also looks forward to the coming year 
and the TGFA 1999 Southwest Grain & Feed Conference & Exposition, 
April 7-9, in Corpus Christi. TGFA is working hard to offer members 
different and unique programs and we hope you'll join us for this new 
southwest regional event. 


Happy Holidays, 


Oe Oa 


Ben Boerner, CAE, President Brannon Darnell, Chairman 
Ellie Copeland, Jennie McNeill, CMP 
Communications/PR Director Education & Meetings Director 
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Sout 


a Around the. 
west 


Around the Southwest reports current events and situations around Texas and beyond. 


Oklahoma Grain & Feed Association — Association President 
Joe Hampton reported that Oklahoma is waiting for it to dry out 
from recent rains so the harvest can be completed and to start 
wheat plantings. The association’s number one concern is 
working on EPA’s proposed new rules for use of phosphine gas 
as a grain fumigant. Shippers are also reporting receiving rail 
cars that are not fit for loading. 


Texas Panhandle - Panhandle Grain & Feed Association 
Secretary Johnce Smallwood stated things were going really 
good in the area. Weather was great for cotton stripping and 
milo harvest was completed and under cover. Rail cars 1n transit 
were a little slow. 


New Mexico — Nice weather has drifted into New Mexico 
making for good crop harvests and dairy production. The 


INSPECTORATE 
Coastal Grain 


Services, Inc. 


Billy R. Davenport 
Vice-President 


Willie Saenz — 
Chief Grain Inspector 


Call us for all your 


inspection needs: 
¢Inspection of all grains including 
rice and sunflower seeds 
*Radiology 
¢Failing numbers 
¢Sedimentation 
¢Protein and Aflatoxin Tests 
¢Cargo-hold examinations 
¢Weight Supervision 
¢Wet Chemistry Lab 
with Approved Chemist 


Office: (713) 451-2121 
Fax (713) 451-5739 
Fax (281) 452-7014 


1308 Holland Ave. 
Galena Park, TX 77547 
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majority of the corn has been cut and dryland milo harvest is 
underway. The milo 1s testing well although the number of acres 
to harvest is down. Wheat plantings took good with recent 
rainfall. Dairies are doing well and feed 1s going out to them as 
scheduled. The peanut crop is going well. Some water damage 
is present but it shouldn’t affect the majority of the crop. No rail 
problems are present and comments were that the Clovis yard 
really did a great job on taking care of the elevators. 


South Texas - South Texas Country Elevator Association 
Secretary Virginia Parker reported the area was too wet to plant, 
which had producers, “chomping at the bit.” STCEA held its fall 
meeting October 25 to elected new officers and directors. 


(Iransportation continued from Page §&) 


In an effort to improve communication and service to grain 
shippers throughout BNSF’s 34,000-mile rail network, the 
railroad has initiated an enhanced grain operations desk. BNSF 
announced the new enhanced Grain Operations Desk in late 


October. Located in BNSF’s Network Operations Center in Fort 


Worth, the desk serves as an enhanced point of contact for 


grain shippers on service issues. The focus of the desk will be 


on providing accurate notification to customers on the arrival of 
empty grain cars, improving the spotting, releasing and pulling 
of loaded cars, and improving overall communications between 
BNSF and its grain-shipping customers. 

‘The implementation of the grain desk 1s the first step 1n the 
execution of a fully integrated transportation service plan, said 
Tom Kraemer, vice president of Coal and Grain Operations. “The 
concept for this desk was formed through a series of process 
review meetings and focus groups with elevator managers, all 
of who offered valuable input that allowed us to develop a 
business process that meets their needs.” 

Originally dubbed the “Dakota Desk” upon its inception in 
Spring 1998 to reflect its intended focus on service issues in 
North and South Dakota, the project was later expanded in 
scope to include grain customers throughout BNSF’s network. 


| “During the planning process, it became clear to us that all of 


our customers could benefit from this project, Kraemer said. 


| He added that in addition to enhanced notification and commu- 


nication from BNSF, customers will benefit from the rail carrier’s 
ability to more effectively manage its grain car fleet as a 
function of the grain operations desk process. 

Other initiatives of the grain desk project include providing 
customers with the ability to trace unit grain trains, a system 
that is already in place, as well as developing an enhanced 
operating system that provides more accurate and timely 


| information to both BNSF grain desk personnel and customers. 


* 


(Y2K continued from Page 9) 


“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has for a 
long time encouraged its members and others to store a years 
supply of food, Gaume said. “The five foods they recommend 
you store are wheat, powdered milk, honey or sugar, salt and 
oil. With these basics, you can survive for a long time. ” 

Gaume explained that for some time her family has incorpo- 
rated wheat into their daily diets. 

‘Wheat is very nutritious and high in protein and fiber, 
especially in its preprocessed state, she said. “I have a small, 
counter top stone mill, and a blender and we use it in lots of the 
food we eat.” 

Gaume cooks the wheat by boiling it in water and adds it to 
dishes as a meat substitute or partial substitute in casseroles 
and other dishes, mixes sugar or honey in it and eats it as a 
cereal, or grinds it to make breads. 

With Y2K approaching, the Gaume and a neighboring family 
believed there was a service they could perform by providing 
cleaned, packaged wheat to those who wanted stored wheat 
on-hand in case problems occurred. 

“This is only the first year we have been doing this,” she 
said, “and we really expect to be out-of-business by November 
or December of next year. We don’t expect this to be a long-term 
business. We presented it as a one-year business when we 
went to the bank and they loved the idea. 

“We think of it as selling edible insurance. Unlike other 
insurance you buy and may never use, this 1s something that 
you can always use. As you create long-term food storage, you 
should always rotate and replenish your supplies by buying 
new foods and using the older foods.” 

Gaume buys one truckload of wheat, 22,000 pounds, from an 
elevator, has it triple cleaned, and finally takes it to a producer 
who nitrogen packs it and stores it in Tri-Laminate bags, which 
have a vapor barrier and are pin-prick free. Gaume didn’t know 
exactly how long the wheat stayed useable but stated she had 
used wheat she had stored for 23 years and it was still good. 

The wheat is sold as a case of as six, five-pound bags. 
According to Gaume, one person requires 350 pounds of wheat 
per year. A child, depending on size, requires 70-350 pounds a 
year. 

odd Hickman, anindepen 

dent computer consultant 

working in Dallas 
believes there are a lot of possibili- 
ties as to what will happen ee 
seconds after the year 2000 begins. | 

“When computers became 
popular years ago, corporation’s 
best choice was mainframes, ” 
Hickman said. “However, they 
were limited on storage space and Random Access Memory 
(RAM) and because of this programmers took shortcuts to get 
more bang out of their computers. They found that dates were 
used repeatedly in code and they could cut year fields from four 
bytes to two bytes so 1998 became just 98.” 

_ Today, society’s dependence on computers is somewhat 
connected like that of a child’s Tinker Toys. The links and 
connections branching out over and over from the beginning 
piece. 


In Hickman’s scenario, on Monday, January 3, 2000, buildings 
that have security and operation systems run by mainframes 
may not open their doors to allow workers to enter. Grocery 
stores may not be able sell inventory because registers are not 
Y2K compliant. Trucks that deliver food inventory to grocery 
stores won’t be able to pick up and deliver products because 
gas Stations that are not Y2K compliant won’t be able to sell 
gas. End result — communities are left without basic necessities 
needed to survive. © 

“The things that you have to find are things you can store 
for long periods of time or things you can plant, Hickman said. 
‘People are looking to buy whole grains because they can be 
stored longer than processed grains. Now is a great time to be 
compiling these products.” 

Hickman and his neighbors are working to make themselves 
sufficient if necessary by utilizing water wells at their homes in 
the country and making sure they have land to plant crops. 

“The government knows there 1s going to be a problem but 
they don’t want people to panic before they have to,” he said. 
“If people began to panic now, we would have Y2K problems in 
1998. When government finally does say we have a problem, 
people will be running to the grocery stores and cleaning off 
the shelves. We don’t need to panic but we have to start 
preparing.” 
ccording to Shuster, the 
systems that support the 
distribution of grain are 
operated by some of the largest and 
most able corporations 1n the world. 

‘They are not small operators 
who are ignoring possible problems 
in their computer systems, he said. 
“They are big corporations with big 
staffs of computer specialties who 
are working hard, day and night, to correct any problems in 
their information systems. The question that TGFA members 
should be studying is what portions of the support system that 
surrounds their company are operated by very small players 
who may run into trouble. Those businesses should call those 
small players and ask them directly what they are doing to 
insure the continued viability of their computer system.” 

However, Shuster noted that the greatest and most real threat 
is not in the distribution of grain but in the product processing. 

“For example, he said, “what if part of an oil refinery shuts 
down suddenly because the computer states, ‘This unit has not 
had maintenance for the past 100 years.’ That machine could 
shut down causing refinery disaster. So, 1t 1s the process 
technologies where the greatest attention must be paid. TGFA 
members should examine all their dangerous processes, if any, 
from this perspective. ” 


For more information Millennial Basics, call Barbara Gaume at 254- 
965-5559, 254-965-5582, or e-mail at basis@medtex.com. 

The Internet has several companies that offer information on Y2K 
compliance including: www.y2kwatch.com; USDA's Year 2000 Program 
Office at (202) 690-0048, or via e-mail at year2000@usda.gov; GIPSA 
http://www.gipsa.usda.gov; Animal Plant Health and Inspection Service 
(APHIS) Y2K http://www.aphis.usda.gov/it/y2k; or Natural Resources 
Conservation Service — Y2K http://www/itc.usda.gov/yek/y2k.htm. 


* 
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Sales Position — Financially strong firm now 
seeking a person experienced in alfalfa hay and 
cottonseed sales. Must be able to work comfort- 
ably with growers and feed customers alike. 
Salary will be commensurate with experience 
and expertise. Please send resumes to Swig, P.O. 
Box 1709, El Paso, Texas, 79949, Attention: 
Gill Jones. 


Grain Department Manager - Handle merchan- 
dising and origination programs for multi- 
location co-op in West Nebraska. Wheat 
merchandising experience, understanding of risk 
management and ability to teach producer- 
marketing classes needed. Salary range $40- 

OK, bonus, benefits. To apply for this or other 
erain-related employment opportunities, send 
resume to: Personnel Division, P.O. Box 1027, 
Bloomington, IL, 61702, fax 309-663-2375, 
email: cklein@advance-trading.com, or call 
800-664-2325. No fee to applicant. For addi- 
tional information, visit: http://www.advance- 
rading.com 


Livengood Feeds seeks a hands-on Feed Mill 
Manager. Responsible for all phases of produc- 
tion, quality control, warehousing, regulatory 
compliance, and trucking with a minimum of 3 
years experience in general line manufacturing. 
Strong people skills a must! Competitive salary 
and benefits. Please send resume, salary history 
and references to: Livengood Feeds, Inc., P.O. 


Box 1080, Lockhart, TX 78644. 


The following employment ads are placed by 
AGRI-associates. Since 1969 the company has 
specialized in seeking and recruiting qualified 
candidates for professional, technical entry-mid- 
upper level management positions in 
agribusiness. For information on any of these 
positions contact AGRI-associates at 972-22 1- 
7568, or send a resume to 131 Degan, Suite 203, 
Lewisville, TX 75057. 


COMPANIES LOOKING FOR EMPLOYEES 
ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE 
F-1626 Accounting Supervisor: Requires 
experience in accounting and supervisory 
management with computer skills in grain or 


feed operation. Midwest. $50,000. 


MERCHANDISING/ PURCHASING 
F-1624 Country Elevator Merchandiser: 
Requires two years experience in hedging and 
origination. Logistics/rail experience a plus. 


idwest. $40,000. 
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MAINTENANCE 
F-1625 Service Technician: Prefer packaging or 
bagging experience. Must have mechanical 
ptitude. Will train entry-level candidates. Must 
e willing to travel. Midwest. $30,000, plus 
vertime. 


PRODUCTION AND PROCESSIN 


-0442 Feedmill Supervisor: Three years 
xperience with at least one year of supervisory 


xperience. Southwest. $40,000-$45,000. 
MERCHANDISING/FEED INGREDIENT SALES 

-0512 Feed Ingredient Sales: 1-2 years sales 
of ingredients, byproducts, etc. Requires 
computer knowledge. Truck/rail experience a 
plus. $30,000 plus. 

CANDIDATES LOOKING FOR OPPORTUNITY 
SALES/SALES MANAGEMENT 
F-102 Feed Sales Rep: Extensive dealer and 
direct sales experience. Excellent rapport with 
customers. BS Animal Science. Will relocate. 
Wants Low $30s. 
TECH SERVICES 

F-202 Swine Nutritionist: Domestic and 
international experience. Responsible for several 
new, more efficient feeding programs in Latin 
America. Bilingual Spanish/English. Ph.D. Non- 


‘ 


uminant Nutrition. Minors in Biochemistry and 
Animal Physiology. Will relocate. Currently 
$75,000. 


ACCOUNTING, FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION, ETC. 
F-302 Grain Accounting/Data Processin 
Manager: Twelve plus years experience 
involving multi-grain facilities. Continuing 
education in data processing. Develops 
software and sets up accounting systems. BS in 
| Accounting. Will relocate. Wants $65,000 plus 

bonus. 

FEED PRODUCTION 

F-402 Mill Manager/Ingredient Buyer: 

responsible for Feed Manufacturing and all 

ingredient purchasing. Programs computer 

batch system. Schedules mill and truck mainte- 

nance. Safety coordinator for OSHA, FDS 

regulations BS Business. Prefers the Midwest, 
Southwest. Wants $60,000. 

GRAIN OPERATIONS, MERCHANDISING 

F-502 Commodity Merchandiser/Manager: 
Experienced in managing traders and grain 


facilities. Six years trading grain and feed 


ingredients. BS Agricultural Economics. Will 
relocate. Desires mid-$60s. 


1982 J&L Tank Hopper. 42’x96’x72”’ Shurlock 
Roll Tarp (Black), 5,000 gallon aluminum Tank - 
non coded, top load, front unload, 11R 24.5 
Radial Cap Tires, steel budd wheels, hopper 


capacity (approx. 1,200 cu. ft.). Call Cartwright 
Trailer Sales, 806-335-1431. 


1990 J&L Tank Hopper. 42’x96’x78”’, Shurlock roll | 
tarp (Yellow), 6,500 gallon aluminum tank - non 
coded, double conical, three baffles, inside 
coated, top load, 11 R 24.5 LoPro radial cap tires, 


steel budd wheels, Hopper capacity (approx. 
1,200 cu. ft.). Call Cartwright Trailer Sales, 806- 
335-1431. 


18 ft. Fontaine bulk feed body on 1976 conv. 
frtliner. Runs and operates good. $12,000.00 - 
Howe-Richardson belt fed net bagging scale 
model E-50. $2,000.00 20’xS5' diameter Cyclone 


in good shape $500.00 Bryant Grain Co. Jim 
Bryant, 800-441-9782. 


1993 Terra-Gator Air Max 5, 3208 Cat engine, 650 
Allison 5 speed, transmission, 65% rubber. Call 
Joe Bruick at Miller-Bowie Farmers 903-794-363 1. 


1981 Terra-Gator-3208, CAT-10 Speed Road 
Ranger-1550 SS, Tank-65' boom w/foam maker, 
Hiniker Computer Monitor. Call William Albert at 
Hutto Grain Cooperative Assn. at 512-759-2299. 


Buy, Sell, or Trade. Strong Scott 5 ton mixer, 
three gate, 50 HP drive. Gates are 24x24. Tub 
54x65x16' long. Roskamp Roller Mill: Two pai 
differential drive with magnetic shoot. Jacobson 
Hammer Mill, Model P-24209, 50 HP. Heil 105x36' 
Triple Pass Drum Drier. Sackett Drag Conveyor, 
stainless steel, 12" wide x 20" long. For informa- 
tion call: Continental Agra Equipment, Inc., 


Newton, KS 316-283-9602. 


Buy, sale, or trade. Hayes and Stolz, 6 ton drop 
bottom mixer with surge. Rotex Model 52 GP two 
deck 5’x10' Wooden top, 7.5 HP shaker. Ross 
10x42 Roller Mill, two pair high Diff. This will be 
rebuilt. Jacobson Model 42336, Hammer Mill, 250 
HP, with Pocket Feeder and Relief System. 147’ 
Tall Elevator leg, 5,000 bu., 36" dia. head pulley, 
new belt and cups. For more information call 
Continental Agra Equipment, Inc. Newton, KS 


316-283-9602. 


Ehrsam - Truck Lift 5 and 10 h.p; Aeration Fans - 
5’s, 1 1/2. 10. 15 j.p.; Dodge Gear Reducers - in all 
sizes from 2 to 10 h.p.; Car pullers - 50, 15, 10; 
Electric Mortors - all sizes; 2 - 5 h.p. Ingersoll Rand 


Air Compressors; Memco Roller Mill 18x24; 
Roskamp Grain Roller Mill 9x24 rolls; 200 ft. of 9” 
convers and box; 40x24 Roller Mill (Anderson); 
Prater Grinder - 50 h.p.; 1 - 1 1/2 ton Ribbon Mixer; 
500 ft. of 18° Aeration Pipe; 800 ft. of 1/2” Round 
Aeration Pipe - like new; 800 ft. of 24” Aeration 
pipe; 100 ft. of 14 conver and box; Memco 18x30 
roller mill; Hanger Bearings - 50; Cleaver Brooks - 
Packaged Boiler 60 h.p. Ross Rollermill 18’°x36’; 
Steam chest. Call Lee Keen West Texas Mill Wright 
Services at 806-765-0963. 


Food grade corn cleaning plant. All LMC brand 
equipment. Call Royce Duckett, Edmonson 


Wheat Growers at 806-864-3327. 


For sale or lease, a 383,000 bushel capacity 
grain elevator located in the Northeast Pan- 
handle in Miami, Texas. Comes with 100,000# 
electronic scales, office, storage, warehouse, 
and feedmill. For more information, call (806) 


868-2771. 


Residential lot in Rayburn County, Texas. Will 
trade for feed milling equipment. Call Wilcox 


Grain Co., 409-962-825 |. 


Two country elevators with a combined 
capacity in excess of 2.3 million bushels. 
Located near Bishop, well situated to the Port 
of Corpus Christi as well as the Mexican truck 
markets in the Rio Grande Valley. Call John 
Tuggle at 512-882-5200. 


Large elevator in the Texas Panhandle on 
major hwy, rail service. We handle ranches in 
the Southwestern U.S. and farms and feedlots 
in the Texas Panhandle. Call Scott Land Co. at 
806-647-4375. 


or information on any of the following 

vehicles contact Bobby at BGR Trucking, 
Lubbock, 806-748-0496 or pager 806-783- 
4283. 
Five — 1998 FLD 120 conventional freightliners. 
DDC 60, 500 HP Detroit, Super 10 speed Fuller 

| trans. 10 aluminum wheels, Jakes, 2 chrome air 
filers, 2 stacks, air ride, classic XL package, H1 
style 64” sleeper loaded 125,000 miles 500,000 
mile warranty $79,500. 


Nine-1995 Kenworths T-600 Aerodynes, 60” 
sleepers, 3406E CAT 435 HP, 10 speed trans., 
Jakes, air ride, 2 stacks, 500,000 to 550,000 miles. 
Clean trucks $42,500. 


Three- 1997 CH Mack high rood condos double 
bunk, loaded! 140,000 miles, 454 Mack, 13 
speeds, Jakes, air ride, 10 aluminum wheels, 
140,000 miles very nice trucks, 500,000 mile 
warranty, $79,500 


Five-1994 Tempte livefloor trailers 
| 48’x102°x12’6" Keith Walking Floors roll tarp, 
11 24.5 tires, $30,000. 


Five-1995 Tempte livefloor trailers 
48’x102°x12’6" Keith Walking Floors roll tarp 11 
24.5 tires, $32,000. 
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The American Feed Industry Associa- 
tion unveiled its much-anticipated feed 
industry Internet Buyer’s Guide. Offering 
a new way to access the feed industry, 
the online venture has generated 
considerable interest from both partic- 
pants and individuals wanting to find out 
more about the industry’s companies. 

The guide’s interactive database 
provides a central location for obtaining 
feed industry-related company and 
product information with real-time ease. 
The search engine provides several 
options for conducting queries, including 
keyword searches and searches by 
category. 

There are 17 categories ranging from 
animal health to vitamins. If users do not 
initially find a category that meets their 
criteria, they can perform a keyword 
search. A successful search will produce 
a list of corresponding companies. Each 
listing contains vital company informa- 
tion, such as contact names, address, | 
phone and fax numbers, company or 
product descriptions and Internet and e- 
mail links. 

The Internet Buyer’s Guide gives 
companies the opportunity to market 
their products over the vast stretches of 
the Internet. 

Preview the new guide by visiting 
www.feedsearch.com. For additional 
information, contact Jeff Haas or Macky 
Hall by phone at (703) 524-0810; fax (703) 
524-1921 or by e-mail at afia@afia.org. 


